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Arizona Signs and Symbols
2008 42c Arizona Flag & Cacti 

(Scott 4277)
Th e 2008 Flags of Our Nation 
stamp pictures Arizon’a distinctive 
state fl ag designed in 1910 by Col. 
Charles W. Harris, with a star 
of copper at its center (read the 
complete story of the fl ag on page 
six). Th e background consists of a 
mountain landscape featuring four 
majestic saguaro cacti, for which 
Arizona is renowned.

2002 37c Leaf-nosed Bat
(Scott 3662)

Th e leaf-nosed bat is found 
primarily in caves and abandoned 
mines in Arizona, Nevada, 
southern California, and northern 
Mexico. Its large ears allow it to 
hear the extremely faint sounds of 
insects such as grasshoppers and 
caterpillars walking amid dense 
foliage, and its large eyes provide 
excellent night vision.

1982 20c Arizona Bird & Flower
(Scott 1955)

Arizona’s state bird, the Cactus 
Wren, is seven to eight inches 
long and nests in the protection of 
thorny desert plants like the arms 
of the giant saguaro cactus. It builds 
many nests, but lives in only one; 
the rest are decoys. Th e state fl ower, 
the Saguaro Cactus Blossom, has 
a waxy feel, a fragrant aroma, an 
a brief existence. It opens at night 
and closes permanently the next 
day. Th e fl owers become red-fl eshed 
fruits that are enjoyed by the birds.

1987 22c Ringtail
(Scott 2302) 

Th e state mammal of Arizona, the 
ringtail (Bassariscus astutus) is 
a cat-sized omnivore named for 
its long, raccoon-like tail, which 
has 14 to 16 alternating black and 
white bands and a black tip. Its 
sharp, curved, non-retracting claws 
make ringtails superb climbers. 
Preferring rocky areas where they 
hunt at night, ringtails spend the 
day asleep in their dens in well-
protected crevices and hollows.

1981 4 x 20c Desert Plants
(Scott 1942-1945)

Th is se-tenant block of four pictures a quartet of desert fl ora found in Arizona: the saguaro (Carnegiea gigantea), native 
to the state’s Sonoran Desert, whose blossom is the state fl ower; the agave, a desert succulent one species of which 
is named for the state (Agave arizonica); the beavertail cactus (Opuntia basilaris), found in the Mojave and Sonoran 
deserts of western Arizona as well as parts of California and Utah; and the barrel cactus (classifi ed into the two genera 
Echinocactus and Ferocactus), which grow along desert washes, slopes and canyon walls in the Mojave, Sonoran and 
Chihuahuan deserts of southern Arizona, California, Texas and south into Mexico.

1998 32c Blue Paloverde
(Scott 3194)

Blue Paloverde — one of two that 
are state trees — has a spectacular 
bright yellow spring bloom and light 
green trunk. Th is fl owering tree, 
thought to have arrived in Arizona 
over 4,000 years ago, occurs across 
the Sonoran Desert from central 
and southwestern Arizona into 
southeastern California, and south 
into western Mexico. Humans have 
relied on the seeds for food; crops 
are abundant in most years.

2007 41c Saguaro Blossom and Bat
(Scott 4155)

Lesser long-nosed bats, like the 
one pictured on this Pollination 
commemorative stamp,  feed on the 
fruit and nectar of night-blooming 
cacti, such as the saguaro, as well as 
many species of agave. In extracting 
the nectar, they carry pollen from 
one blossom to another, enabling 
the cacti to reproduce. 

2000 60c Grand Canyon air mail 
stamp (Scott C135)

In 1999, the U.S. Postal Service 
destroyed 100 million Grand Canyon 
stamps because the caption said 
“Colorado,” not “Arizona.” Aft er this 
corrected version was issued early 
in 2000, a ranger at Grand Canyon 
National Park pointed out that the 
photo was fl ipped, thus showing  a 
mirror image of the real view. Th e 
fl ipped photo shows Lipan Point 
on the canyon’s South Rim under 
storm clouds. Photographer Tom 
Till of Moab, Utah, didn’t recognize 
the mistake on the tiny image of the 
stamp design that was faxed to him 
for approval.

2002 34c Greetings From Arizona
(Scott 3563)

According to the United States 
Postal Service’s description of 
this stamp intended to promote 
tourism, “Up front are a saguaro 
cactus and saguaro blossom, the 
state fl ower, based on source photos 
made in the Sonoran Desert. 
Behind are sandstone monoliths of 
Monument Valley, a place familiar 
to fans of John Ford’s classic 1939 
fi lm Stagecoach and other movies 
about the Old West.”

1995 (5c) Monument Valley Buttes
(Scott 2902)

Located on the northern  border 
of Arizona with southern Utah, 
Monument Valley lies within the 
Navajo Nation Reservation, and is 
called by them “the Valley of the 
Rocks.” Its rich red hue comes from 
iron oxide in the weathered siltstone, 
and the dramatic appearance of the 
valley has made it a favorite movie 
backdrop and tourist destination. 
Th is “USA NONPROFIT ORG.” 
stamp depicts familiar buttes 
nicknamed “the Mittens” for the 
thumblike look of their nearby 
spires. A self-adhesive stamp with 
the same design was issued in 1996.
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Arizona Scenery on Postal Cards

1972 6c Monument Valley
Tourism Year of the Americas

postal card
(Scott UX62)

1972 9c Grand Canyon
Tourism Year of the Americas

air mail postal card
(Scott UXC12)



Arizona Scenery on Postal Cards

(pictured on the previous page)

1972 Tourism Year of the Americas postal cards
6c Monument Valley domestic postal card (Scott UX62)

9c Grand Canyon air mail postal card (Scott UXC12)
To promote tourism and development throughout the Western Hemisphere, the Organization of American States 
declared 1972 to be “Tourism Year of the Americas.” As part of the promotional eff ort in the United States, the U.S. 
Postal Service issued a packet of fi ve postal cards with black line illustrations of popular U.S. tourist destinaations on 
the picture side of each card. Th ese were sold in sets, either unused or with cancellations from the day on which they 
were issued — June 29, 1971 — from the philatelic exhibition then under way in Brussels, Belgium. Two of the cards 
in the set illustrated Arizona’s most majestic tourist destinations: Monument Valley and the Grand Canyon.

1994 19c Canyon de Chelly postal card
(Scott UX176)

Established in 1931, Canyon de Chelly National Monument is located in northeastern Arizona within the boundaries 
of the Navajo Nation. Th e monument covers 131 square miles and encompasses three major canyons: Canyon de 
Chelly, Canyon del Muerto, and Monument Canyon. Th ese canyons were cut by streams with headwaters in the Chuska 
Mountains just to the east of the national monument. Its 83,840 acres preserve artifacts of the early indigenous tribes 
that lived in the area, including the Ancient Pueblo Peoples (also called Anasazi) and Navajo. Canyon de Chelly is 
unique among National Parks, as it consists entirely of Navajo Tribal Trust Land that remains home to the canyon 
community. Access to the canyon fl oor is restricted, and visitors are allowed to travel in the canyons only when 
accompanied by a park ranger or an authorized Navajo guide.

(pictured on the following page)

1989 15c America the Beautiful postal card
Sonoran Desert at Sunset

(Scott UX127)
Th e Sonoran Desert straddles part of the United States-Mexico border and covers large parts of Arizona, California, 
and the Mexican states of Sonora and Baja California. One of the largest and hottest deserts in North America, this 
120,000-square-mile desert contains a variety of unique plants and animals, such as the saguaro cactus. On January 
17, 2001, 496,337 acres of the Sonoran Desert in Arizona was set aside as the Sonoran Desert National Monument for 
the purpose of enhancing resource protection.
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AmeriStamp Expo / Texpex 
February – — Arlington, Texas

Admission is free to AmeriStamp Expo / Texpex 2009, winter show of the American Philatelic Society, at the Arlington 
Convention Center February 20-22. Whether you’re eight or 80, learn the ins and outs of one of the world’s greatest 
hobbies. More than 6,000 pages of stamp exhibits will be shown, plus world-class rarities and priceless historical mail. 
About 90 dealers from the U.S. and abroad will have everything you need to pursue the stamp hobby, and there will 
be an auction, helpful seminars, and how-to sessions catering to interests of every kind. If you have an old collection, 
“Stamps in Your Attic” will give free thumbnail evaluations of what you’ve got throughout the show, sponsored by the 
National Stamp Dealers Association. AmeriStamp Expo/Texpex is open Friday and Saturday 10 to 6, and Sunday from 
10 to 4. To learn more, visit http://www.stamps.org/Ameristamp

The American Philatelic Society
Th e stamps and postal cards illustrated in this album are shown courtesy the American Philatelic Society Reference 
Collection, created and sustained through the generosity of APS members. With 40,000 members in more than 110 
countries, the 123-year-old American Philatelic Society is the largest, nonprofi t society for stamp collectors in the free 
world. Th e APS off ers services and educational opportunities to broaden your enjoyment of the hobby and enhance 
your special collecting interests, whatever they may be. Th e APS is supported entirely by membership dues, gift s, and 
the sale of its publications and services. Please drop by our booth at AmeriStamp Expo / Texpex!

Visit us online at www.stamps.org

Credits
Special thanks to Lisa Dembowski, Education Director of the Postal History Foundation in Tucson, Arizona.

Visit the Postal History Foundation online at www.postalhistoryfoundation.org
American Topical Association Checklist: Arizona (11 pages, May 2003).
“Exploring Arizona Th rough Postage Stamps,” (1974) Ranyta Sullivan, Postal History Foundation, Tucson, Arizona. 
Th e United States as Depicted on its Postage Stamps, Steve Rajtar, MacFarland & Co., Inc., Jeff erson, NC, 2007.
Th e Heritage Statehood Collection of U.S. Commemorative Quarters and Stamps, Mystic Stamp Co., 2000.
Around Arizona Index: http://www.doney.net/aroundaz/index.htm

Aripex 
January – — Tucson, Arizona

Th e Arizona Federation of Stamp Clubs presents Aripex 2009 — its 51st consecutive show — January 23-25 at the 
Tucson Convention Center at 260 South Church Street in Tucson. Th e theme of this World Series of Philately show in 
2009 is the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. Up to 250 exhibition frames fi lled with nearly 4,800 pages 
of material will be on display, including a Court of Honor and Youth exhibits, and a bourse of more than 30 dealers 
will have everything the collector needs to enjoy the world’s greatest hobby. Aripex is open Friday and Saturday 10 to 
6, and Sunday from 10 to 4. For complete details of the show, visit http://www.aripexonline.com




