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THE NEWSLETTER OF SALEM STAMP SOCIETY 

From the President’s Desk. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR to all!  
And, YIKES! The USPS has 
done it again - raised postage by 

2¢ (on 1/21 to 68¢).  I am sur-
prised there was little to no an-
nouncement or news beforehand.  

I guess they figure with 
“FOREVER” stamps it really 
doesn't matter to folks, or they 

can sneak it by the unsuspecting.  
PRO - if a FOREVER stamp was 
issued in 1950 for 3¢, it would 

have increased in value by 
2200%.  CON - a 3¢ stamp is-
sued in 1950 is still worth only 

3¢!  Even so, I really miss the old 
days with values on the stamp, 
and real GLUE! 

A warm welcome to our newest 
member Bradley Bowen. Our 
current membership tally is 96. 
STAMPEX is coming soon 

(March 17th).  Mark your calen-
dar and get your want lists ready! 

INFO SHEETS - The club 
publishes a new “Membership 
Directory” every two years.  
The new 2024-2026 edition will 
be coming out this Spring.  Pete 
McCallum does a great job 
maintaining, updating, and 
printing our roster.  BUT it will 
only be as accurate and up to 
date as the information YOU 
provide!  Please, be sure to fill 
out a new information sheet 
ASAP (below), even if you are 
a long time member. 
Mike Braet 
 

January 2024 Meeting. 
Our first meeting of the year was 
well attended with about 35 in 
the room and 4 calling in on 
Zoom. The main event was a 

members’ auction. There was 
some lively bidding on a number 
of items and just over half of the 

60 lots were sold for a total of 
$430. Five lots were sold to 
members attending on Zoom.  

Steve Staton gave a very enter-
taining “Show & Tell” talk on the 
exhibition that he is preparing for 

PIPEX 2024. The theme for his 4 
frame exhibit is based on post-
cards for famous performers at 

Las Vegas shows including one 

for Ronald Regan. 
Treasurer Alan Maul was busy 

collecting Membership Dues for 
2024. If you have not yet paid 
him please see him at the next 

meeting or send a check payable 
to Salem Stamp Society to P.O. 
Box 202, Salem, OR 97308. You 

are reminded that you have to be 
a member to place bids in our 
auctions.  Membership costs $10 

for an individual or $15 for a 
family.  
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Club News & Meetings. 

February 2024. 

Plate Varieties on U.S. Engraved Issues 

Our February 17th meeting will include a presenta-
tion by Bob Grosch on one of his specialties, 
plate varieties on engraved U.S. stamps. 

Plate varieties encompass those stamps where one 
or more individual stamps differ from the others 
on the sheet, often differing from how the stamps 

were intended to appear when printed. 
Plate varieties differ from the broader category of 
“Errors, Freaks, and Oddities” (EFOs) which in-
clude alterations to the appearance of the stamps 

due to something other than the printing plate it-
self, such a perforation error, splashed, missing, or 
smeared ink, color varieties, off center misprints, 

etc.  EFOs can also be created by temporary inter-
ference of foreign matter on the printing plate. 
A true plate variety is strictly the result of the 

printing plate itself and will ordinarily recreate the 
variety on every copy of the stamp on every turn 
of the printing plate.  (See example below) 

Although less common, some plate varieties can 
change as the printing process proceeds.  An ex-
ample of this is a crack in the printing plate which 

grows in length as the plate repeatedly receives 
pressure during stamp production. 
In preparation for February’s presentation mem-

bers may wish to review the illustrations in the 
front of Scott’s specialized catalog which illustrate 
the process used to make the engraved printing 

plates.  
Bob has donated to the club a large multiple of the 
1968 U.S. Christmas stamp with a plate variety on 

two stamps in the 10 stamp block.  This donated 
item will be included in the raffle offerings at the 
February meeting. 
Bob Grosch 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Details of the Bid Board for the February Meeting 
are given in this Newsletter and also on our web 

site. 
February also marks the 91st Anniversary of our 
Society—be sure to come along and celebrate the 

Club’s birthday! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Cats and the Mails. 

Bob Reynolds announced at the February meeting 
that he is now Treasurer of the “Cats on stamps 

study unit” of the American Topical Association. 
He would be pleased to provide members with 
more information on the activities of this ATA 
group.  

Cats have been a popular theme for stamps for 

many years but there is also a link between cats 
and a less well known aspect of postal history. A 
blog from the Postal Museum in London by Annie 

Duffield in 2018 has a good story to tell. 

As some homeowners know to their cost, mice and 
rats will gnaw and destroy all sorts of materials as 
well as eat most foodstuffs. They will also shred 

paper to create nesting material.  The London 
Money Order Office in 1868 had a real problem 
with a plague of mice that were destroying a lot of 

valuable items of mail. The Controller of the Of-
fice appealed to the Secretary of the Post Office 
for help by adding three cats to the payroll. He re-

quested 2 shillings per week for food and upkeep 
on the reasonable basis that cats at the British   
Museum were allowed 1½ pence per day.  

P.O. Secretary Tilley approved the three cats on 

probation. They would need to be tested for their 
ability to catch mice and the scheme evaluated for 
effectiveness in controlling the vermin. To encour-

age their mousing skills he reduced their allow-
ance to 1 shilling per week so that they would not 
be overfed. He wrote that the cats must depend on 

the mice for the remainder of their emoluments.  

In 1869 the Controller reported back to Tilley that 
the scheme had worked very well although he 
could not say whether it was due to the reduced 
rations or the cats’ zeal and devotion to duty.  

Cats continued to be used to control vermin in Post 

Office headquarter buildings in London for many 
years—apparently at the same pay rate! In the 
1950’s the resident cat, “Tibs”, achieved a degree 

of fame. His portrait appeared in a 1953 book   
titled Cockney Cats and he attended a “cats and 
film stars” party in London. 

Despite his friendly appearance Tibs was a superb 

mouser and kept the Post Office HQ completely 
free of vermin for 14 years. He became something 
of a celebrity in the neighborhood and had many 

visitors keen to see him. Whether it was all the at-

tention he received or a plentiful supply of mice he 
weighed in at 23 pounds and was given the nick-

name of “Tibs The Great”.  

The question of his and his friends’ emoluments 
fixed at Victorian rates was the subject of discus-
sion in Parliament and subsequently adjusted by 

the Postmaster General. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tibs died in 1964 and was given an obituary in the 

Post Office Magazine in 1965 with his picture 
(shown above).  The last P.O. HQ cat “Blackie” 
died in 1984 and has not been replaced. 

A similar report on the effectiveness of cats as 

mousers for the USPS is given by Erin Blakemore 
in the Smithsonian Magazine of February 2016. 
Cats were widely employed and there was even a 

Superintendent of Federal Cats in 1904! One fa-
mous feline employee from Washington in the 
1920’s is shown below. This is “Old Tom” and a 

pretty mean looking character. 
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Salem Stamp Society 

February 2024 Bid Board 
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       Salem Stamp Society 

P.O. Box 202 

      Salem, OR 97308 

Pacific NW Stamp Shows and               
Bourses 2023 
Local Events 

Willamette Valley STAMPEX, Sunday March 17th  
Scottish Rite Center, Commercial St S, Salem  
Doors open at 10am 
 
Repetitive Events: 

Oregon Stamp Society: Rose City Stamp Fair - 
2nd Saturday of the month at OSS clubhouse           
4828 NE 33rd Ave., Portland  9:00am-3:00 pm 
Collectors  Corner - 4th Saturday of the month 
at OSS clubhouse                   9:00 am.- 3:00 pm  

2023-4 Major Shows:  

PIPEX 2024, May 3, 4 &5 2024 at The Monarch Hotel and                      

Conference Center, 12566 SE 93rd Ave.. Clackamas, OR 97015 

 

Meetings 
All meetings held at the Scottish Rite 

Center, Commercial St. S , Salem. 
 
Saturday 17th February 2024. 
10am Start, Doors open at 9am 
Program: “Plate Varieties on US Engraved 
Stamps” by Bob Grosch;  Bid Board 
 
Wednesday 20th March 2024 
7pm Start, Doors open at 6pm 
Program: “Wine Revenues & Topicals” by 
Marc Dochez  
 
 

 

 

 

 


